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MVS Safety Specialist Paul 
Leonhardt inspects the 
underbody components of 
a school bus including the 
fuel lines, tanks and sus- 
pension. 


NJDOT puts safety 
| first for school 


uring back-to-school week 
in September, Governor 
Christie Whitman, 
Commissioner John J. Haley 
Jr. and MVS Director Dick 
Kamin observed a school bus safety 
inspection at the Frank Valcheck 
Inc. bus: terminal. MVS Bus 
Inspection Supervisor Mark Marino 
of Technical Support led the tour. A 
newly-created team of MVS safety 
specialists performed the bus inspec- 
tions 
at the 
Somerset 
County bus 
2 terminal in 
drivers itewpro 
gram that 
relieves the bus owners of driving 
the school buses to MVS inspection 
stations. In July, several teams of 
Motor Vehicle Services safety specialists began 
the biannual in-terminal inspec- 
tions of 17,000 buses at 838 
terminals. The first phase of 
this program will end in 
January 1999. 

“We’re providing 
greater convenience to the 
school bus operators by com- 
ing to their garages. The 
school bus operator can have 
the vehicle repaired while the 

safety specialist is inspecting 

other buses at the terminal, 

then have it inspected again 
the same day,” said Haley. 

Some of the areas that the safety specialists 
inspect are brakes, underbody, exterior and under- 
hood. If the vehicle’s mechanical components are 
defective, the team puts the bus out of service. So 
far, 47 percent of the inspected vehicles failed 
because of a safety defect. The owners had to 
repair them and have them reinspected to get them 
back on the road. 

Buses that are in violation of New Jersey law 
because they are beyond their 12-year service life 
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Assemblyman Pete Biandi of Hillsborough (second from right) discuss- 
es school bus safety inspections with Governor Christie Whitman, 
NJDOT Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. and MVS Director Dick Kamin. 


or because they don’t meet certain specifications 
are considered a “nonconforming vehicle.” The 
safety specialists also found those vehicles during 
in-terminal inspections. 

Another check to ensure school bus safety is 
the recently instituted inspection of school bus dri- 
ver licenses. Once they receive the driver informa- 
tion, the MVS Technical Support staff directed by 
Manager Denise Mattei checks that the driver’s 
class of commercial driver license (CDL) with 
endorsements is proper. 

Technical Support also looks for any suspen- 
sions, expired licenses and any restrictions or con- 
ditions that would prohibit pupil transportation. 
This is important because school bus drivers must 
obtain a CDL before they can operate a school 
bus. However, they can’t apply for this license 
until they satisfy all requirements for a basic auto- 
mobile license. 

After that’s obtained and the federal and state 
background checks are completed, the driver can 
take the written, vision and road tests for the CDL 
that are necessary for driving a school bus. Initial 
CDL applicants must also meet the medical fitness 
standards and possess a medical examiner’s 
certificate. 


Helmet law expands to skates and skateboards @ 


A new law extends the helmet requirement for children 
under 14 to roller and inline skates and skateboards. Effective 


ous injury and death. 


clists. NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety statistics showed 
41 reported bicycle-related fatalities for children 13 years and 


cling, skating or skateboarding. 

“Studies show that nearly all bicycle-related deaths involve 
head trauma. By simply wearing bicycle helmets, riders can 
reduce the incidence of head trauma by 85%,” said Camden’s 
Cooper Hospital Trauma Surgeon Keith F. O’ Malley, M.D. 

Initial violators of the helmet law will receive warnings or 


August 1, 1998, the law is designed to protect children from seri- 
The original helmet law was passed in 1992 for young bicy- 
under between 1987-1991. Comparatively, since the helmet law 


took effect, 16 children died in bicycle-related accidents. Adults 
are taking the cue too, and many are donning helmets while bicy- 


fines. For minors, the parent 
or legal guardian may pay a 
maximum of $25 for the 
first offense and a maximum 
of $100 for subsequent 
offenses if lack of parental 
supervision contributed to 
the offense. 

Call 1-888-486-3339 
toll free in New Jersey or 
(609) 292-6500 from out 


of state for a copy of nore pee eh kA 

ve amilton residents Ben, Je 
the 1998 edition of and Terry Moore wear protec- 
the NJ Bicycle tive headgear as they skate 
Manual with more 


and skateboard. 
information about the new law. 


An avid animal lover, 
Sr. Engineer Vera Rhoades 
of Engineering Documents 
has a menagerie of three 
Irish Water Spaniels, nine 
hedgehogs and a Nubian 
goat, several of whom have 
reached celebrity status. 

The 13-year NJDOT 
employee raised and trained 
the three spaniels who are 
regulars at dog shows. She 
boards her goat on a farm in 
Rhode Island. 

But hedgehogs? 
Imagine having a pet that 
looks much like an upside 
down oval bowl covered 
with sharp quills, an 
adorable little face and ears 
peeking out from one end, 
and barely visible legs or 
tail. The nocturnal animalis 7 | 
indiginous to Central Africa « 
and related to the European 
hedgehog. exhibit. 

An adult weighs about 400 grams 
(less than one pound) and has an average 
lifespan of three to six years. Hoglets or 
hedgehoglets are the offspring of adult 
hedgehogs; adults are often called hed- 
gies. 

One of the pros of hedgehog owner- 
ship is that they’re great companions for 
night people. But, if you’re up at 5 a.m. 
and fade by 8 p.m., you may want to con- 
sider another pet. Rhoades rescued a 
hedgie who was about to be abandoned 
because he “slept all day and the kids 


Jersey Community Forestry Council. 


Sr. Engineer Vera Rhoades holds Quinn, one of he 
hogs. A real winner, Quinn recently earned two ribbons in a Chicago 


Under the shade of a 275 year-old European beech tree 
that early settlers planted on the grounds of the Trent 
House, Department of Environmental Protection 
Commissioner Robert C. Shinn Jr. (left) and Motor 
Vehicle Services Director C. Richard Kamin (right) unveil 
the new “Treasure our Trees” specialty license plate 
before presenting it to David Shaw, Chairman of the New 


Cis 


couldn’t play with him.” Good point. 
They’re not suitable as companions dur- 
ing the day. 

The plus side is hedgies are low 
maintenance pets. You don’t have to walk 
them. Just change the litter boxes and 
keep their cages clean and warm. 

Two years ago when Rhoades adopt- 
ed her first African Pygmy Hedgehog, 
she became active in the International 
Hedgehog Fanciers Society (HFS), 
which promotes the hobby through educa- 
tion. While attending the IHFS sanctioned 


New Jersey’s latest 
license plate shows the red 
oak, the state’s official tree, 
and a flowering dogwood that 
honors those who died in com- 
bat. Funds from the sale of the 
plates—an initial fee of $50 
and a $10 yearly renewal— 
support tree planting projects, 
improve wildlife habitats, pro- 
mote clean air and water, 
reduce energy costs, fund 
hometown beautification pro- 
jects and educate citizens on 
the importance of trees and 
forests and their role in the 
maintenance of a clean and 
healthy environment. 

Call 1-888-486-3339 toll 
free in New Jersey or (609) 
292-6500 from out of state for 
information about ordering 
this plate. 


r champion hedge- 


hedgehog show last 
September in Chicago, her 
hedgie Neva won a gold 
medal in the hedgehog 
Olympics-Wheel Race. The 
next morning the Chicago 
Morning News featured 
Rhoades and Neva in their pet 
health feature. 

Rhoades now serves on 
the IHFS Board of Directors 
and is trying to obtain a nutri- 
tional study grant with the 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
of the Bronx Zoo. 

Dedicated to her 
animals, Rhoades regularly 
drives to Chicago and has 
traveled to 20 other states, 
Bermuda and Colombia, 
South America to attend 
exhibits. 

One of her dogs (Cody) 
was featured in a magazine 
article written about the 
Westminster dog competition. 
Cody also appeared on the cover of the 
Westminster issue of the magazine and on 
the Pet Department, a Fox TV show for 
children. 

Rhoades hosted the first IHFS show 
in the east last week. She’s also involved 
with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Fish, Game and Wildlife to plan a hedge- 
hog show as part of the Horse and Exotic 
Pet Expo in March 1999. 

For information about her pets or 
different shows, Rhoades invites you to 
contact her. 
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People Briefs 


NJDOT welcomes former senator, Commerce employees 


Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
recently announced the appointment of 
Joseph L. Bubba to Assistant 
Commissioner of Customer Advocacy and 
Administration. With 29 years NJ Bell 
Telephone customer service experience and 
16 years as a State Senator (34th District), 
Bubba is confident NJDOT will soon have 
a centralized system to handle public 
complaints and problems. 

“Basically, my entire career has been 
customer service. From Bell Tel to my 
district office, which covered portions of 
Essex and Passaic counties, we have 
always placed our customers or con- 
stituents first,” said Bubba. “In addition, 
this position will enable me to identify 
problem areas and work to deliver 


Bubba 


reasonable solutions.” 

Director Barbara Bush of 
Community Relations, Director Donald 
Chiacchio of Support Services, Director 
Angela Sperrazza of Human Resources 
and a customer advocate will report to 
Bubba. 

Other new faces at NJDOT 
Headquarters from the former Department 
of Commerce are career service employ- 
ees Cynthia A. Conrad and Hank Diaz, 
Division of Civil Rights, Susanna 
Harrington and Claude H. Orndorff, 
Division of Local Aid, Nancy M. Paulus, 
Communications Office, Patricia A. 
Steel, Office of Legislative Liaison, and 
Anthony S. Vergara, Division of 
Transportation Systems Planning. 


Central Region celebrates 122 years of service 


Retirees 

There has been a flurry 
of luncheons and dinners at 
the Central Region lately 
caused by three long-term 
employees who have opted 
for new lifestyles. 

After a long climb 
through the ranks, 
Executive Director and 
Manager III Jim Pittman 
of Operations Central, Area 
Supervisor Roy Neuman in 
the Bureau of Maintenance 
and Construction and 
Principal Engineer William 
Tansley of Survey are leaving their NJDOT responsibilities and 
heading for new adventures. 

Pittman began his NJDOT career as an Engineering Aide in 
Newark when he was a student at the Newark College of 
Engineering (now New Jersey Institute of Technology). He then 
worked his way up in the engineering series to Regional 
Engineer in Region IV (South Region). When he earned the 
Manager title, Pittman worked in each of the regions. 

An organizational change in the Department put Pittman in 
the newly-created Executive Director position. With the working 


Pittman 


Obituary 

Retired NJDOT Assistant 
District Superintendent Joseph 
P. Henry died September 9 in 


Eatontown. Survivors include 
his son Joseph and several 
grand and great-grandchildren. 


Campaign for needy runs 
October 16-November 25 
“Create an Abundant Harvest” for needy New Jersey 
citizens when you contribute to the 1998 New Jersey State 
Employees Charitable Campaign (NJSECC). By donating a 
lump sum or setting up a payroll deduction, you’ ll help 
approved charitable agencies do their work. 
Let’s beat last year’s NJDOT $101,796 contribution. 
See your office personnel coordinator for details or call 
Director Pat Snyder of Legislative Analysis, this year’s 
NJSECC loaned executive, at (609) 530-5720 for information. 


phase of his life behind him, 
Pittman’s planning to hone his 
woodworking skills after he 
and his wife return from their 
tour of Germany. 

Second in a three-generation 
NJDOT family, Neuman 
climbed the ladder from 
laborer to a supervisory posi- 
tion. His father Frank had 
worked in the ‘white line’ sec- 
~ tion in 1940, and currently his 
son Roy Andrew is a Sr. 
Engineer. Neuman (picture 
was unavailable at press time) 
and his wife will head to the 


Tansley 


Sunshine State in November. 

A volunteer with the Barnegat Fire Department, Tansley 
previously worked as a Field Coordinator. Officially retired in 
August, Tansley will spend time on his coin collection and help 
his wife with her arts and crafts business. 

Friends and co-workers celebrated Tansley’s and Neuman’s 
careers on July 31 and October 16, respectively. On October 
30, the Freehold Gardens Ballroom will rock until the 
midnight hour during the celebration of Pittman’s 40 years of 
service. 


Mistaken identity 
NJDOT employee Elaine 
Green was identified as Ruby 
Vickers in the September 1998 


article “NJDOTers show gen- 
erosity for a homeless Florida 
family.” 
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Did you work on Routes 4 & 17? 
If you are an employee or retiree who 
worked on any phase of this project in 
Paramus, please write or fax your name, 
what you did on the project, work unit and 
the year(s) worked immediately to 
Transporter, 1035 Parkway Avenue, P.O. 
Box 600, Trenton, NJ, fax 609-530-5469. 
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NJDOT preps to keep NJ on the go in the snow 


When meteorologists start talking 
about the temperature in wind chill terms 
and school and mall 
closings are announced 
regularly, you know 
winter has arrived. 

Clint Griggs, who 
coordinates the snow 
plow driver and snow 
representative effort, 


knows from experience q ee ara 
ve quipment Bureau employees 
that it’s never too early Repairman Milton Robinson (front) 
for emergency manage- and Welder Richard Wright (rear) at 
ment planning in snow Fernwood ready a dump truck and 


: snow plow for the winter. 
and ice storms, so he 


starts recruiting paid volunteers when it’s 80 degrees and hold- 
ing. “We’ve got to get the volunteers early so we can train them 
on the equipment,” said Griggs. “Drivers must have commercial 
driver licenses.” 

This year’s estimated 900 volunteers will have 623 pieces of 
snow fighting equipment available to them. This includes 
graders, loaders and trucks. NJDOT has ordered 76 new crew 
cab dump trucks with plows for this winter. Older vehicles are 
inspected and repaired. 

“We do everything we can to ensure that our trucks are in 
top working condition,” said Equipment Manager Steve Toth. 
“It’s not going to do much good if the plow and driver are sitting 
on the side of a snow-covered road instead of cleaning it.” 

Although the paid volunteers work only when there’s ice or 


snow, snow readiness is an all-year event. A look at the 

” three-foot long time chart in Griggs’ office is testimony to 
the work that the Bureau of Maintenance Engineering and 
Operations does all year. In April 1998, NJDOT began a 
283-day equipment initiative 
that included purchases, 
delivery, training, inspection 
and repair of existing snow 
equipment. 

NJDOT’s maintenance 
staff assigns cell phones, 
overhauls tailgate spreaders, 
inspects NJDOT plows and 
transports vehicles to 
Fernwood in Ewing for 
repairs. They also inventory 
rock salt and liquid calcium and process orders. 

Roadway Weather Information System (RWIS) sites provide 
statistical data about ice and snow on New Jersey’s roads and 
bridges. They’re an aid to maintenance operations as they report 
on local weather and road conditions. The Department also uses 
a Radar Weather System with satellite and PC programs to moni- 
tor radar sites and weather conditions locally and across the east- 
ern United States. 

If driving a snow plow truck or acting as a snow rep this 
winter sounds interesting to you, fill out an application. They’re 
available at the Trenton Headquarters reception desks or from 
your personnel representative. For information about snow plow 
drivers or snow reps, call Griggs at (609) 530-3744. 


